
Dear CSO colleagues and friends, 

It would be a great privilege to be one of your representatives on the International board of the EITI. 

I have been involved with EITI since its birth.  Prior to and following our launch of the PWYP 

campaign, I was engaged in the discussion, along with others, that helped frame the UK 

Government’s launch of EITI.  This led to the EITI’s adopting a multi-stakeholder approach, including 

that it would create a space of co-equal status for its constituencies: the role of civil society 

organisations (CSOs) was to hold the other two constituencies to account.   

I attended EITI’s first official meeting in 2003, and continued my direct input to shaping early framing 

of what it meant for a country to participate in EITI through to its independence and relocation to 

Norway.  Following the creation of the EITI Board, I began triaging resources, and behind the scenes 

back up for my colleagues, both from Global Witness and from partner organisations, supporting 

their official roles on the EITI Board.  I engaged both (indirectly) at, and outside of board meetings, 

dialling in and out as necessary, in multiple areas that have been essential to driving advances to the 

EITI Standard over the years, including: 

• Conducting investigations, the evidence from which has underpinned amendments to the 

EITI Standard. 

• Substantial work outside EITI on the US and EU mandatory disclosure standards – which 

pressured EITI to improve the quality of disclosures. 

• Behind the scenes negotiation and debate to help bring constituencies together. 

• Outreach to constituencies and, support during emergencies and threats. 

I have not served on the board – but I have been closely involved in many behind the scenes efforts 

to improve the EITI standard since EITI was created. 

We are at an inflection point.  Advances to the EITI standard and new leadership, gives us an 

opportunity, should extraction go ahead, for citizens to benefit from their resources.  We are also at 

a global environmental inflection point, as demonstrated by both the IPCC’s October 2018 report 

into holding to a global 1.5°C temperature rise, and the UN’s report on threats of mass extinction.  

Indigenous and poor communities on the front lines of extraction, often paying with their lives, have 

long known that not everywhere should be open for extraction.  EITI cannot respond to all these 

problems, but it can and should, if it is to sustain its relevance, play its appropriate part. 

I pledge to you, my colleagues in the international movement for an accountable extractives sector, 

to consult and work in solidarity with you.  With my fellow board members, I will fight to consolidate 

and continue to refine the EITI standard.  This must ensure CSOs can hold Governments and 

companies to account; that the quality of data is appropriate; that beneficial owners and full 

contracts, including underlying fiscal terms are disclosed; the standard ensures appropriate 

environmental disclosures, including full EIAs and the FPIC process.  We will ensure if extraction 

takes place, citizens will benefit – conversely, citizens saying no, should mean no! 


